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Paul Ricoeur is a famous contemporary French philosopher, and a master in 
hermeneutics as great as Gadamer. Domestic study of Ricoeur pay most attention to 
his achievement in hermeneutics. However, Ricoeur’s hermeneutic thoughts are 
inseparable with his view of language, since hermeneutics has natural ties with 
language. Second, the necessary of approach through the detour of semantics is 
stressed by Ricoeur. It is also because Ricoeur lived a long time in American where 
the kind of “linguistic analysis” affected him. 
This paper try to drew a logic skeleton of Ricoeur’s views of language which are 
scattered in Ricoeur’s literature, and explain the relationship between the other parts 
of his philosophical thoughts such as hermeneutics or ethnics and his view of 
language. In general, Ricoeur’s view of language is coordinated with his total 
philosophical intention of looking for a ontology of acting. But such a ontology of 
acting can’t disclose itself unless a long detour of passing through several levels of 
theory of language. Those levels of language include: level of semantics that describe 
the basic form of language which could be considered as a closure system by 
linguistics; level of discourse as event plus meaning at which people talk and send 
message, also called level of sentence; level of the text, that has the function of 
distanciation and resemble a closure system, at which discourse is inscribed in writing; 
level of narrative, at which the world of the text return to a life-world, intersecting 
with the world of the reader. 
There are five chapters, and introduction in this paper. Chapter one is an 
overview of Ricoeur’s philosophical thoughts and his views of language. Chapter two 
centre on several key notions of theory of discourse：“event”，”meaning”, ”reference”, 
“structure” etc. Chapter three explores the theory of metaphor at three levels: 
semantics, resemblance, reference. Chapter four focus on the dialectic of distanciation 
and appropriation. Chapter five explores the three-fold mimesis of theory of narrative 
and the function of narrative identity. 

























































目  录 
 
导 论 ........................................................................................................... 1 
一、利科简介和论著 .............................................. 1 
二、利科哲学研究概况 ............................................ 2 
三、论文的研究思路 .............................................. 7 
第一章 利科哲学和其中的语言因素 ...................................................... 8 








第二章 利科的话语理论 ........................................................................ 24 










第三章 隐喻理论 .................................................................................... 38 
























第四节 利科隐喻理论的解释学性质和语言学性质辨析 ............... 54 
一、隐喻的解释学性质........................................ 54 
二、隐喻的语言学性质........................................ 56 
第四章 文本理论 .................................................................................... 58 




第二节 文本的占有和阅读 ....................................... 64 
一、说明与解释的辩证法...................................... 64 
二、间距和占有的辩证法...................................... 67 
第三节 从文本到行动 ........................................... 68 
一、文本的模式应用于有意义的行为............................ 69 
二、文本解释的方法应用于行为................................ 71 
第五章 叙述理论 .................................................................................... 73 





















第二节 叙述同一性和人格同一性 .................................. 87 
一、人格同一性以及相同性与同一性的辩证法.................... 87 
二、叙述同一性的中介作用和局限.............................. 89 



















































































Introduction ............................................................................................... 1 
A、Ricoeur’s summary ........................................................................................ 1 
B、Situation about Ricoeur’s philosophy in domestic and abroad ................. 2  
C、Study approach and method ......................................................................... 7 
Chapter one: Language and Ricoeur’s philosophy ............................... 8 
Section : Ⅰ Overview of Ricoeur’s philosophy ......................... 8 
A. Life of Ricoeur and stages of his thoughts .................................................. 8 
B. Medium-term of Ricoeur’s thoughts: a retour road of understanding ........ 9 
C. Later period of Ricoeur’s thoughts: hermeneutics of selfhood ................. 12 
Section : RicoeuⅡ r’s view of language .............................. 16 
A. Relation of language and action ................................................................ 16 
B. Hierarchy of language ............................................................................... 18 
C. Relation of Ricoeur’s view of language and modern wsetern philosophy of 
language ......................................................................................................... 21 
Chapter two: Ricoeur’s theory of discourse ............................................ 24 
Section : Ⅰ Idea of structure ....................................... 24 
A. Four postulates of structural linguistics .................................................... 24 
B. Antinomies of structural linguistics........................................................... 25 
C. Ricoeur’s view of word  ........................................................................... 26 
D. Some comments on the idea of structure .................................................. 27 
Section : Ⅱ Notions of theory of discourse: event, meaning, reference ..... 28 
A. Five polarities of discourse ....................................................................... 28 
B. Language as event ..................................................................................... 30 
C. Meaning of discourse ................................................................................ 32 
D. views of some problems of Ricoeur’s theory of discourse ....................... 36 
Chapter three: Ricoeur’s theory of metaphor ........................................... 38 














A. Rhetoric and poetics .................................................................................. 38 
B. Rhetoric and theory of substitution ........................................................... 40 
C. Semantics and theory of interaction .......................................................... 42 
Section : Ⅱ The work of resemblance ................................ 44 
A. Substitution and resemblance .................................................................... 45 
B. Tension and resemblance ........................................................................... 45 
C. The notion of ‘Seeing as’ of metaphor ...................................................... 47 
Section : Ⅲ Metaphor and reference ................................ 49 
A. The two postulates of reference ................................................................ 49 
B. Ricoeur’s justification for second postulate of reference .......................... 50 
C. Metaphorical truth ..................................................................................... 53 
Section : Ⅳ metaphor’s hermeneutic character and linguistic character ... 54 
A. metaphor’s hermeneutic character ............................................................ 54 
B. metaphor’s linguistic character ................................................................. 56 
Chapter four: Ricoeur’s theory of the text ................................................ 58 
Section : Ⅰ Function of distanciation of the text ....................... 58 
A. Definition of the text ................................................................................. 58 
B. The birth of the text——from speech to writing ....................................... 59 
C. Autonomy and distanciation of the text ..................................................... 61 
Section : Ⅱ Appropriation and reading of the text ..................... 64 
A. Dialectic of explanation and interpretation ............................................... 64 
B. Dialectic of distanciation and appropriation ............................................. 67 
Section :Ⅲ From text to action ..................................... 68 
A. The model of the text as a paradigm for action ......................................... 69 
B. The paradigm of methodology of text interpretation ................................ 71 
Chapter five: Ricoeur’s theory of narrative .............................................. 73 
Section :Ⅰ Kernel of theory of narrative——plot and mimesis .......... 73 
A. Aristotle’s Poetics and the definition of plot ............................................. 73 
B. Extension of mimesis theory of Aristotle’s Poetics by Ricoeur ................ 75 
C. Mimesis Ⅰ ................................................................................................ 76 













Degree papers are in the “Xiamen University Electronic Theses and Dissertations Database”. Full
texts are available in the following ways: 
1. If your library is a CALIS member libraries, please log on http://etd.calis.edu.cn/ and submit
requests online, or consult the interlibrary loan department in your library. 
2. For users of non-CALIS member libraries, please mail to etd@xmu.edu.cn for delivery details.
厦
门
大
学
博
硕
士
论
文
摘
要
库
